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IN THE CLAIMS 

/ 

Please cancel^claims 1-39, without prejudice. 
Please add the following new claims: 

40. (New) A method for performing har)6off in a communication system, the 
method comprising: 

receiving, by a subscriber station, pilo/signals and reverse link power control 
commands from one or more base stations; 

selecting a first base station for transmission of forward link data to the 
subscriber station based, at least in part/on energy of the pilot signals received from 
the one or more base stations; and 

selectively performing a handotf to the first base station based, at least in part, 
on whether signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base 
' station with sufficient energy acc^/rding to the reverse link power control commands 
received from the first base static 

^ I 41 . (New) The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

storing information corresponding to the reverse link power control commands 
received from the one or more base stations. 



42. (New) T\)B method of claim 40 wherein selectively performing the handoff 
comprises: 

determining/whether it is necessary to perform the handoff to the first base 
station; 

if it is nfecessary to perform the handoff, determining whether the signals 
transmitted by/the subscriber station are received by the first base station with sufficient 
energy based, at least in part, on history of the reverse link power control commands 
received from the first base station; and 

if tne signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base 
station with sufficient energy, permitting the handoff to the first base station. 
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43. (New) The method of claim 42/urther comprising: 

if the signals transmit by the subscrii)er station are not received by the first base 
station with sufficient energy, inhibiting the handoff to the first base station. 

44. (New) The method of claim 43 wherein inhibiting comprises: 

selecting an alternative bas/ station for transmission of fonward link data to the 
subscriber station. / 

45. (New) The method of claim 42 further comprising: 

if it is not necessary to perform the handoff, determining whether a base station 
currently being used for transmission of fonA/ard link data to the subscriber station 
receives signals from the/Bubscriber station with sufficient energy; and 

if the base stajnon currently being used does not receive signals from the 
subscriber station with sufficient energy, performing a handoff to an alternative base 
station, / 

46. (New) The method of claim 44 wherein performing the handoff to the 
alternative bas^ station comprises: 

selectmg the alternative base station based on reverse link power control 
commands /eceived from the alternative base station indicating that signals transmitted 
by the suloscriber station are received by the alternative base station with sufficient 
energy, / 

A7. (New) The method of claim 43 wherein permitting the handoff to the first 
bas^station comprises: 

/ transmitting, by the subscriber station, a message indicating identity of the first 
base station. 
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48. (New) The method of claim 46/wherein the message further indicates a 
requested rate to transmit to the subscriber aftation. 

49. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

a receiver to receive pilot signals^and reverse link power control commands from 
one or more base stations; and / 

a processor to select a first byase station for transmission of fonward link data to a 
subscriber station based, at least/n part, on energy of the pilot signals received from 
the one or more base stations and to selectively perform a handoff to the first base 
station based, at least in part, jon whether signals transmitted by the subscriber station 
are received by the first baseystation with sufficient energy according to the reverse link 
power control commands received from the first base station. 

50. (New) The apparatus of claim 49 further comprising: 

a memory to store information corresponding to the reverse link power control 
commands received from the one or more base stations. 

51. (New) /The apparatus of claim 50 wherein the processor determines 
whether it is necessary to perform handoff to the first base station and, if it is necessary 
to perform handoff to the first base station, determines whether the signals transmitted 
by the subscriber station are received by the first base station with sufficient energy 
based, at leas/ in part, on history of the reverse link power control commands received 
from the first base station. 

52. / (New) The apparatus of claim 51 wherein, the processor permits handoff 
to the first base station if the signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received 
by the fi/st base station with sufficient energy. 
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53. (New) The apparatus of claim 31 wherein, if the signals transmit by the 
subscriber station are not received by the first base station with sufficient energy, the 
processor inhibits the handoff to the first base station, 

54. (New) The apparatus of olaim 53 wherein the processor selects an 
alternative base station for transmissioirof fonA/ard link data to the subscriber station. 

55. (New) The apparatus cn claim 51 wherein, if it is not necessary to perform 
the handoff to the first base statian, the processor determines whether a base station 
currently being used for transni/ssion of fonA^ard link data to the subscriber station 
receives signals from the subscriber station with sufficient energy and performs a 
handoff to an alternative baser station if the base station currently being used does not 
receive signals from the subscriber station with sufficient energy. 

56. (New) The /apparatus of claim 55 wherein the processor selects the 
alternative base station /oased on reverse link power control commands received from 
the alternative base station indicating that signals transmitted by the subscriber station 
are received by the alternative base station with sufficient energy. 

57. (New/ The apparatus of claim 52 wherein the processor transmits a 
message indicating identity of the first base station. 

58. (New) The apparatus of claim 57 wherein the message further indicates a 
requested rate to transmit to the subscriber station. 

59. / (New) A system comprising: 

a murality of base stations, each base station to transmit pilot signals and 
reverse link power control commands; and 

a/ subscriber station to receive the pilot signals and reverse link power control 
commands transmitted by the base stations, the subscriber station to select a first base 
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station for transmission of fonward link dataAo the subscriber station based, at least in 
part, on energy of the pilot signals received from the base stations and to selectively 
perform a handoff to the first base static/n based, at least in part, on whether signals 
transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base station with sufficient 
energy according to the reverse link power control commands received from the first 
base station. 

60. (New) The system c(f claim 59 wherein the subscriber station includes a 
memory to store information cor/esponding to the reverse link power control commands 
received from the base stations 

61 . (New) The system of claim 59 wherein the subscriber station determines 
whether it is necessary to perform handoff to the first base station and, if it is necessary 
to perform handoff to the^first base station, determines whether the signals transmitted 
by the subscriber station are received by the first base station with sufficient energy 
based, at least in part /on history of the reverse link power control commands received 
from the first base station. 

62. (New/ The system of claim 61 wherein, the subscriber station permits 
handoff to the first base station if the signals transmitted by the subscriber station are 
received by the first base station with sufficient energy. 



63. (New) The system of claim 61 wherein, if the signals transmit by the 
subscriber station are not received by the first base station with sufficient energy, the 
subscriber inhibits the handoff to the first base station. 



64^ (New) The system of claim 63 wherein the subscriber station selects an 
alternative base station for transmission of fonward link data to the subscriber station. 
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65. (New) The system of claim 61 wherein, if it is not necessary to perform the 
handoff to the first base station,/ the subscriber station determines whether a base 
station currently being used for/transmission of fonward link data to the subscriber 
station receives signals from the subscriber station with sufficient energy and performs 
a handoff to an alternative base station if the base station currently being used does not 
receive signals from the subscriber station with sufficient energy. 

66. (New) The system of claim 65 wherein the subscriber station selects the 
alternative base station based on reverse link power control commands received from 
the alternative base station indicating that signals transmitted by the subscriber station 
are received by the alternative base station with sufficient energy. 

67. (New) The system of claim 62 wherein the subscriber station transmits a 
message indicating ide/itity of the first base station. 

68. (New) The system of claim 67 wherein the message further indicates a 
requested rate to ti^dsmit to the subscriber station. 

69. (Ney) An apparatus for performing handoff in a communication system, 
the apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving, at a subscriber station, pilot signals and reverse link power 
control commands from one or more base stations; 

means /for selecting a first base station for transmission of fonward link data to 
the subscriber station based, at least in part, on energy of the pilot signals received 
from the one or more base stations; and 

means for selectively performing a handoff to the first base station based, at 
least in part, on whether signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by 



the first base station with sufficient energy according to the reverse link power control 
commands received from the first base station. 
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70. (New) The apparatus of claim 69 further comprising: 

means for storing informatiorV corresponding to the reverse link power control 
commands received from the one 0/ more base stations. 

71. (New) The apparatus of claim 69 wherein means for selectively 
performing the handoff comprises: 

means for determining/whether it is necessary to perform the handoff to the first 
base station; / 

means for determining, if it is necessary to perform the handoff, whether the 
signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base station with 
sufficient energy basecJ, at least in part, on history of the reverse link power control 
commands received f/om the first base station; and 

means for Permitting the handoff to the first base station, if the signals 
transmitted by the /subscriber station are received by the first base station with sufficient 
energy. / 

72. (fjew) The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising: 

means for inhibiting the handoff to the first base station, if the signals transmit by 
the subscriber station are not received by the first base station with sufficient energy, 

73. (New) The apparatus of claim 71 further comprising: 

means for determining, if it is not necessary to perform the handoff to the first 
base /Station, whether a base station currently being used for transmission of forward 
link ilata to the subscriber station receives signals from the subscriber station with 
suf/icient energy; and 

/ means for performing a handoff to an alternative base station, if the base station 
currently being used does not receive signals from the subscriber station with sufficient 
energy. 
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74. (New) The apparatus^of claim 71 wherein means for permitting the 
handoff to the first base station comprises: 

means for transmittino/a message indicating identity of the first base station. 

75. (New) The^pparatus of claim 74 wherein the message further indicates a 
requested rate to trarfsmit to the subscriber station. 
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